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11.  (SBU)  After  five  days  of  unsuccessful  efforts  by  P-3 
ambassadors  to  meet  with  Turkmenistan's  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  Rashit  Meredov,  it  is  clear  that  the  Government  of 
Turkmenistan  does  not  intend  to  engage  with  the  P-3  on  the 
Central  Asia  Nuclear  Weapon-Free  Zone  (CANWFZ)  treaty.  The 
UK,  French  and  U.S.  Embassies  have  been  calling  once  an  hour 
throughout  the  work  day  (and  throughout  the  weekend)  since 
Friday,  September  1 to  get  a meeting  in  order  to  deliver  a 
joint  demarche.  The  Kazakhstani  Ambassador  had  earlier 
informed  Charge  on  September  1,  that  his  embassy  had  received 
a diplomatic  note  stating  that  the  Turkmenistan's  ambassador 
to  Kazakhstan  would  attend  the  signing  and  sign  the  treaty  on 
behalf  of  Turkmenistan  (ref  a).  Although  MFA  each  day  has 
promised  that  a meeting  with  the  minister  would  be 
forthcoming,  the  event  never  materialized.  On  September  6, 

P-3  ambassadors  determined  that  Meredov  was  not  authorized  to 
engage  with  us  on  CANWFZ  and  sent  the  joint  demarche  under 
cover  of  a joint  diplomatic  note. 

Comment 


12.  (SBU)  Given  Meredov ' s efforts  to  duck  this  particular 
meeting,  we  are  now  certain  that,  as  reported  ref  a, 
Turkmenistan  has,  in  fact,  decided  to  sign  the  treaty.  End 
Comment . 
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